The serious
business of a

house of fun

Things have come a long way since the days of
the plastic playhouse, reports Huma Qureshi

THERE ARE ways and means to get your
children on the property [adder in time
for Christmas — at least, that Is, [f they
happen to be five years old and small
{'nu;lu|:|;'|'.| o it b a howse 124t l'l:ig]'i.

“Properties with playhooses are just
fun,” says Edward Chuwrch from the Can-
terbury office of estate ogent Strutt &
Parker. “Property purchases are driven
b lifestyle, and having the right kind of
play equipment, be it a swimming pool
or a treshouses, is part of that, he says.

His agency recently sold a family
property that came with a hall-pipe lor
skatebonrding inthe garden - the buyeys"
teenage children found the skate ramp
‘hugely appealing’, It is currently sell-
ing Mewton Lodge in Kent, a Victerian
family home on the market for £695,000
with a playhouse in the garden.

‘A playhouse can be quite conven-
tional,’ says Church, “but it will make
the garden a lirtle less ordinary, 17 buy-
ers bring thelr children with them for
wiewings, and the kids stare playing in

the playhouse, then the parents start
imag]ni'rm rhl_-mm"lmH':ingll'mm. With
any property, it's these things that make
it a real feel-good purchase = like a two
for-the-price-of-one, because theres
something for the children too

OfF course, you don't have to move
home to get a playhouse; there are spe-
cialist companies that praduce bespoke
ones for the little people in your life
= whether it's 0 Tudor house, Swiss
chalet ar medieval cottage, Things have
come 4 long way since the days of the
plastic Wendy house; play homes now
come complete with fitted kitchens,
aak Aoors, heating and electrics.
_ *Playhouses are built with children in
mind. Both boys ard girls love them, says
Andrew Davis from Flights of Fantasy,
which desigms playhouses, ‘Bur ft's usu-
;|||:|.'1|'||:- p,]n:nl:: w|'||:.| et re:|1|3.' tavalvied
and most excited, They pet taken away
by the fantasy sspect of it

Flights of Fantusy's mini-houses
include castles and fortresses, pirate

ships and custom-made dwellings like
Walnut Cottage, which was originally
designed as a one-ofl for a family who
modelled it on their real house, The
caompany acddad special play features to
it = like a climbing net coming down off
the halcony - for the children, You can
add as many play accessories as you like,
like climbing poles and slices” savs Davis,
We like toinject fun into the designa”

Each Flights of Fantasy house is hand-
erafted by joiners in Morfolk, who then
deliver and Install it in the buyer’s gar-
den. Construction usually takes between
siz and 12 months, but budding property-
developers can keep an eye on progress
viaa Fu:ra.-nnn!im:d webpage that Flights
of Fantasy will sct up for them.

We post pictures onling of the house
being built, savs Davis, "The children
get really exeited when they see it com
ing together” When it's complete, ench
house is topped off with a shiny brass
plagque that carries the child's name and
ameszage from the parents,

“They are designed
with children in mind.
But it's usually parents
who get really excited’

Even toy houscs are subject to con-
struction regulations - they don't nec-
essarily need planning permission, but
they must be mare than fve metres from
the howse and less than (our metres in
hieight = anel if the groand 15 soft, you will
need to have o concrete base built first.

A two-storey Flights of Fantasy houwse
including a climbing net and some cak
furnimre (beds, wardrobes, tables and
stools) doesn't come cheaps it costs abowt
£27,000. But there are equally attractive
playhouses available for less. Most large
garden centres stock dmber plavhouses
or log cabins, which typically start from
around £500, and if you're prepared to

Two of Fllghts of Fantasy's senall buk
perfectly formed creations: acastle
and & Tudor house. They aren't cheap:

assemble them voursell, you can get tim-
ber playhouses at retuilers such a8 Argos
for about £250,

Checky Monkey Trechoses creates
bespoke Swiss-style play and treehouses
kitted out with bunk beds and secret
hatehes. Prices start at sround £4,500,
amdd the houses take approximately o
mgath o construct,

Rainbaw Play Systems stocks Lillput
Flay Homes, which are shipped from
the States, The cheapest plavhouse is
the Teddy Bear style (E3618), which has
a real thatched roof and o cobblestone
walkway. Other popular favourites
include the tmber Storybook Bungalow
with a lilac front door (£4,707) and the
Cotton Candy Manor (£6.043),

B Flights of Fantesy { Qighsofantan.
ook OIS 00809 Ratihow Plaoy
System (rainbowplay.couk; 0845 130
03350 Cheeky Monkey Treehouses
[cheokymonheytrechomses ook, 071403
712452)



