HOUSE PROUD

The average playhouse used to be a glorified shed knocked up from scraps
of wood. Today there is a dedicated industry that courts children

— and their parents — with sophisticated miniature homes. David Redhead
explores the options. Photographs by Rachael Smith

HMOODMAN'S COTTAGE

Thanks © neo-medieval characer - period
eatures include an overhanging first storey,
ulf-timbering and a thatched roof - expat
American bankers Mark and Lori Aljian chris-
ened the playhouse they bought for their three
shildren, Katie, six, Megan, five, and their livtle
wother Taylor, two, the ‘Woodman's Cotiage”.

Cottagey it may look but the structure that
Jominates the Aljian's 2004t south-gast London
zarden is a decidedly king-size playhouse. Six-
teen feet long by 10 across, the 130t pitched roof
only just creeps under the limi which plan-
ning permission is needed. Katie and Megan

lovie the first-floor bedroom, which is
5 Jus enough 1o accommodate the nursery
beds they have installed for a long-promised
springtime sleepover. “We can only do it once
Daddy gets the heating on.” Mega
not kidding. The house, which v
by the specialists Flights of Fantasy, is insulated
and will soon be equipped both with heating
and electric light.

Lori explains that itz grand scale was defimed
by the existing foundations of an old potting
shed that previously stood here E
admits to having been ‘a bit surprised’ by the
sheer scale of the building when it arrived on site.
Perhaps the truth is that the supersized scale of a
playhouse featuring both a first-floor American
redwood deck and a solid mahogany spiral stair-
case was created with dreamy adulis & i
almost as much as children. “Lari i
Ier childhood,” Mark says with a grin.
happily owns up ‘IF i

friends would never see me again. she laughs.
Wursery nostalgia on'this deluxe scale doesn't
come cheap. The cottage costs £24,000 unfur-
nished, so you may well need a mortgage 1o
afford one, ‘1 know 1ts a lot of money, Lo
admits, ‘But how much would you spend on
your children’s memories?” Besides, she points
out, when the family réturns to their Californian
roots, as they plan to in a few vears, the panel
construction of the house means they will be
able 10 ship it home to Los Angeles as
of their British life. And if the Al
tired of their fairy-take cottage by then, they can
aulweays sell it 1o Dis
Flighis of Faia: 485500805
fightsoffantasy.c

The truth is that the supersize
scale of the playhouse was
created with drearmy adults in mind
almost as much as children
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